More advanced syntax Handout 12.5 - Ling 110b section - E-Ching Ng - 3 Mar 2011

(1)  Before class starts, please draw trees for:
a. British Left Waffles on Falklands (2 possible trees)

(2) Book recommendations
a. The Language Instinct: How the mind creates language by Steven Pinker
b. The Atoms of Language: The mind’s hidden rules of grammar by Mark C. Baker
c. Don'’t Sleep, There Are Snakes: Life and language in the Amazonian jungle by Daniel L. Everett

(3) A common-sense view of syntax
* Movement expresses these facts:
» X has a relationship with Y (trees = relationships)
» but appears in a completely different location in the sentence
» and certain things are not allowed to intervene

Let’s draw more trees!

This week you should ¢ draw CP over IP. Iwill * draw AP as adjunctin NP and * draw AdvP.

(4) Yes-no inversion
a. May I feel? b. Hast thou slain the Jabberwock?
c. Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?  d. Shall I part my hair behind?

(5)  Wh-movement
a. Who will you meet? b. Who will meet you? c. How doIlove thee?
d. What immortal hand or eye could frame thy fearful symmetry?




(6) Embedded clauses
a. Everyone thought that I would go crazy. b. Iwill ask whether you found syntax easy.

C.

Was she sure she saw Sheriff’s shoes on the sofa? d. Tknow not why I am so sad.

(7) Auxiliaries

a. Ishould have been doing homework. b. Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look.

(8) Extra credit

a. The passive voice should almost never be used.
b. Do Idare to eat a peach? c. Do Idare him to eat a peach?
d. Draco adores himself. e. Hermione says Draco adores himself.

(9) Capitalizing titles

b.
d.

f.

Capitalize - nouns, pronouns (incl. my), verbs, adverbs, adjectives - 1st, last word - > 5 letters

Do not capitalize - articles (the, a, an) - prepositions and conjunctions with < 5 letters

Find one error in each of these titles. a. Go Tell it on the Mountain

When is a Spade a Spade? c. The Man In the Moon Owns a Yellow Balloon
Bringing in the Sheaves e. My Travels Up Nova Scotia’s South Shore
Setting up Your Computer g. The Time of their Lives

(10) More headlines

a.
b.

C.

Dr. Ruth to Talk about Sex with Newspaper Editors
Soviet Virgin Lands Short of Goal Again
Reagan Wins on Budget, but More Lies Ahead



